UPDATE TO REPAIR OF X1/9 REAR BALL JOINT

One drawback to the repair of the rear suspension lower ball joint described in a previous article, by fitting a bronze seat and welding the steel ring back in place to hold it together, is that if it needs replacing in the future it will have to be attacked again with an angle grinder to get it apart. It also requires regular greasing to prevent premature wear.

Mike Quinn Precision Engineering can now fit the complete internals from a donor 124 or 132 front lower ball joint into the X1/9 housing, so it uses the new plastic seat instead of making a bronze one, and it’s removable, not welded in place. This is done by tapping a large diameter thread into the X1/9 housing and machining and screw cutting the outer diameter of the donor joint and screwing it in place.

You will probably still want a grease nipple fitted, but it won’t require as regular greasing as a metal on metal joint. New donor joints may vary internally depending on the manufacturer, one with a one piece plastic seat as per the original X1/9 is preferred, unfortunately you can’t tell until it’s been cut apart. Cost of the work is about $200 plus about $30 for the donor joint.

